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VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING BILL 2019 
Committee 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Chair of Committees (Hon Simon O’Brien) in the chair; 
Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment) in charge of the bill. 

Clause 4: Principles — 
Progress was reported after the amendment moved by Hon Nick Goiran had been partly considered. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Before we broke for question time earlier this afternoon, Hon Colin Holt had asked 
a question and I had started to provide an answer. I have just received some subsequent information, so I want to 
provide that to the chamber now.  

Clause 4(1)(d) of the bill refers to “treatment, including palliative care and treatment”. The proposed amendment 
seeks to specifically add psycho-oncology treatment and consultant-liaison psychiatric treatment. However, these 
are treatments that would already be covered in clause 4(1)(d). There are many other treatments that are applicable 
to people approaching the end of life that are not listed. It would be a lengthy list indeed. The specific treatments 
to which the provisions of the amendment refer are not ubiquitous to all people approaching the end of life. They 
apply to specific clinical circumstances or specific diagnoses, such as cancer in the case of psycho-oncology 
services. It is neither desirable nor appropriate to include these within the principles. As Hon Colin Holt has already 
raised, this risks seemingly excluding or devaluing the importance and relevance of the many illnesses, diseases 
and medical conditions that people can be facing at the end of life and to which the bill is relevant. 

Division 

Amendment put and a division taken, the Chair (Hon Simon O’Brien) casting his vote with the ayes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (10) 

Hon Peter Collier Hon Rick Mazza Hon Charles Smith Hon Ken Baston (Teller) 
Hon Donna Faragher Hon Michael Mischin Hon Aaron Stonehouse  
Hon Nick Goiran Hon Simon O’Brien Hon Colin Tincknell  

 

Noes (23) 

Hon Martin Aldridge Hon Colin de Grussa Hon Alannah MacTiernan Hon Matthew Swinbourn 
Hon Jacqui Boydell Hon Sue Ellery Hon Kyle McGinn Hon Dr Sally Talbot 
Hon Robin Chapple Hon Diane Evers Hon Martin Pritchard Hon Darren West 
Hon Tim Clifford Hon Adele Farina Hon Samantha Rowe Hon Alison Xamon 
Hon Alanna Clohesy Hon Laurie Graham Hon Robin Scott Hon Pierre Yang (Teller) 
Hon Stephen Dawson Hon Colin Holt Hon Tjorn Sibma  

Amendment thus negatived.  

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I move — 

Page 3, line 4 — To insert after “person’s” –– 

registered 

By way of explanation, this amendment to include the term “registered” in clause 4(1)(e) addresses a drafting error 
in the bill. This amendment will bring clause 4(1)(e) in line with clause 5, in which the term “registered health 
practitioner” is used. It may be worth noting, members, that the term “health practitioner” is not defined in the bill. 
This amendment will make it clear for those persons exercising a power or performing a function under the bill 
that a therapeutic relationship between the individual and their registered health practitioner should be maintained 
and supported. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I indicate that we do not accept and will not support Hon Nick Goiran’s amendment 
to insert the word “registered”. Healthcare workers such as Aboriginal health workers, speech pathologists, social 
workers and dieticians also have therapeutic relationships with patients, and they are not registered. Specialist 
palliative care teams often include social workers, with Aboriginal health workers increasingly being included in 
healthcare teams in Western Australia. We are not in a position to support the amendment that Hon Nick Goiran 
has moved. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: What does that have to do with a health practitioner, which is where the amendment 
is focused? As I understand it, the proposed amendment, which is at page 3, line 4, seeks to amend clause 4(1)(e), 
which states — 
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a therapeutic relationship between a person and the person’s health practitioner should, wherever possible, 
be supported and maintained; 

What does that have to do with health workers, support people and the like? Are we talking about a doctor as a health 
practitioner or is it something broader that has not been explained to us? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: It includes doctors, but a health practitioner could also include an Aboriginal health 
worker and other positions, such as a speech pathologist, which I have also mentioned, but they are not registered. 
Hon Nick Goiran has moved an amendment to insert the word “registered”. If that was included in the bill, it would 
exclude some healthcare workers, and we do not support that. 

Hon ALISON XAMON: I have some sympathy for the policy intent behind why the honourable member may 
have moved this amendment. As I understand it, the honourable member is trying to ensure that people who hold 
themselves out to be health practitioners are indeed health practitioners and not merely people claiming that title. 
My concern is that we have to think about this legislation within the parameters of our health system. The reality 
is that despite the urging of a number of health practitioner groups, we do not have registration schemes for a range 
of recognised health practitioners within the health system. As such, it is very difficult to support this amendment 
simply because our health regime does not support what I think would be the policy intent behind what the 
honourable member is trying to achieve, which, as I said, I have significant sympathy for. It is important for members 
to be aware that because we have not kept pace with those registration schemes, this amendment could have the 
unintended consequence of excluding important health relationships that a patient may already have. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: The question I have for the minister is: why does the bill not define “health practitioner”, 
but it does define “registered health practitioner”? 
The CHAIR: Members, noting the time, and at this cliffhanger moment, I must report progress. 
Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders. 
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